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the whole of Italy, and throughout the country there
were official receptions and patriotic gatherings of
many kinds.
The climax of the Festa dello Statute, was the great
evening fireworks on the Pincio terrace overlooking
the huge Piazza del Popolo, in the centre of which
stand a fine fountain and an obelisk. For days
beforehand, this terrace was surrounded by a
scaffolding, inside which workmen were busily
employed, installing all the necessary equipments
for this famous evening. This spectacle called La
Girandola was an elaborate affair which cost a
fabulous sum. The name " Girandola " by which it
was now known, was given to it on the first occasion
of its display, by a shout of the populace, packed
like sardines in the Piazza del Popolo, when at the
end of the spectacle a huge revolving wheel was
seen flaming and turning rapidly in a myriad colours
in the sky. " La Girandola, la Girandola'' they
exclaimed (which means in English an object turning
rapidly).
What the reader must understand is that, the mind
of the Italian is by nature very child-like, and to the
peasants this yearly event was not only a show, but
meant to them th,e reality of their country's constitu-
tion. They came to Rome in their thousands from
the neighbourhood, from the towns on the hills,
from the villages and outlying farms. They put by
their soldi (pennies) from one year to another, in order
to be able to view this sight. They arrived in mule
carts, on horses, leading their donkeys on which sat
their wives and children.
Special stands were erected in the Piazza to
accommodate members of the public, who in many